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Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
 

Areas of early interest 
 

Letter from the Chief Constable to the Convener 
 

Thank you for your letter of 2nd April 2013, highlighting the areas of interest the 
Parliamentary Justice Sub-Committee on Policing has agreed upon. As I am sure 
you can appreciate many of the issues highlighted have no final date of completion 
and will become ongoing day to day business for Police Scotland. 
 
From the list you provided we would be happy and able to provide for your interests, 
updates on current status of the following: 
 

 local policing arrangements and accountability (as you have indicated as your 
initial point of focus); 

 the relationship between the Scottish Police Authority (SPA), Police Service 
of Scotland (PSoS) and the Scottish Government; 

 the delivery of national responsibilities, including counter-terrorism and 
organised crime; 

 the policing of trunk roads; and 

 the Police Scotland annual plan. 
 

In respect of the further matters you have highlighted, namely: 
 

 budget allocation and savings; 

 scheme of arrangements for the SPA and PSoS on human resources and 
finance responsibilities; 

 police staff numbers, including the impact of any staff reductions on front-line 
officers; 

 information technology provision; and 

 complaints handling. 
 

It may be advantageous to allow a period of operational delivery within these areas 
of business prior to them being subject to the scrutiny of the Sub-Committee. This 
will facilitate a more detailed position within Police Scotland as matters develop. 
These areas will also be dependent on agreement with the Scottish Police Authority. 
 
With regard to independent custody visiting, this is a matter for the Scottish Police 
Authority. 
 
In terms of members of the sub committee carrying out fact finding visits, we would 
be happy to help facilitate these where required. If you wish to take up this offer, 
please contact Inspector Martin Gallagher at Police Scotland Executive Support who 
will make the necessary arrangements on your behalf.  
 
I am aware that DCC Fitzpatrick has responded directly to you regarding your 
invitation to her to attend the Sub-Committee meeting on 18th April 2013. 
 
Of course I would be happy to discuss any of this with you or the full sub committee 
at your convenience, in person or by telephone. 
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Stephen House  
Chief Constable  
3 April 2013 
 


